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In Memoriam
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Sri Lanka


Indonesia
HAI and local partners in Indonesia, since the start of the disaster have been active in providing emergency assistance and conducted various rapid need assessments in three different affected locations in Aceh and Northern Sumatra Provinces. The rapid assessments have revealed that even though billions of dollars have been pledged for relief and rehabilitation works in Indonesia, it was mainly focused on Aceh province.

According to local government data, the tsunami killed 136 people and 39 people are reported missing. The numbers of people that have died from the tsunami are lower than in other affected communities in Aceh province due to fact that 
many older people in the communities were aware of the signs of an impending tsunami- such as strong earthquake and unusually receding tides.  Many of the people interviewed reported being informed by older people in the communities to evacuate to higher ground, just before the tsunami struck their communities
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However, even though many lives were saved, many of the fishing and farming communities located in the western coastal areas of the Nias were destroyed or damaged. The assessment team identified 20 affected communities with a total population of 13,537 people consisting of 2,674 households. The situation and needs assessment were conducted using household questionnaires, focus group discussions and individual interview with key informants.
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Assessment on Nias Island was conducted from 17-20 January 2005 and was conducted jointly by HelpAge International and the following local collaborating organisations:

1. Yayasan Emong Lansia  (YEL)

2. Indonesian Research Centre on Ageing (InResAge), Trisakti University

3. Ministry of Health (National, Provincial and District levels)

4. Ministry of Social Affairs (National, Provincial and District levels) 

5. Local NGO: Yayasan Melati, Nias Island


Research on older people and the tsunami experience
Anecdotal evidence emerging in the first few weeks of the Asia tsunami disaster has raised concerns about the situation of older people, including reports of disproportionate deaths in this age group, their greater vulnerability in the immediate aftermath and difficulties accessing available support.  In this respect, a research is being carried out by HAI in order to provide, rapidly, an overview of the situation of older people affected by the tsunami and to highlight critical areas for improving the inclusion of older people in emergency responses in future. This initial research activity is expected to be completed within 4 weeks.  

The results might also lead to a more in depth study on the roles of older people in rehabilitation processes.  The Development Department of HAI has prepared the methodologies for the research and APDC is coordinating its implementation. The research in India is lead by Ms. Anupama, Head of Research Department, HelpAge India, New Delhi, in Sri Lanka by Mr. Lionel, Deputy Director of the Centre for Housing, Planning and Buildings (Ministry of Development, Rehabilitation, Reconstruction of the East and Rural Housing Development) and Project Manager of the Sri Lanka Urban Multi-Hazard Disaster Mitigation Project, Colombo. In Indonesia it is led by  Dr. Nugroho Abikusno, Associate Dean & Associate Professor in Public Health and Nutrition, Faculty of Medicine, Trisakti University & Head, Centre for Community Health & Population Studies, Trisakti University Research Institute, Jakarta  and in Thailand by Mr. Kitipat Nontapattamadul, Professor in Social Administration in Thammasat University, Bangkok & Ex-academician for the Commission of Social Welfare, House of Representatives, Thailand. Prof. Gary Andrews will also be advising this project. Prof. Gary Andrews is a well known expert on ageing and member of HAI’s Board.
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Local villagers help older  women to


transport donated rice back to her


damage home. Sirombu village,


Nias Island, Indonesia, 19 Jan.2005








Old man starting to rebuilt his damaged home. 


Sirombu village, Nias Island, Indonesia, 19 Jan.2005








Map of Nias Island











Alain Pillet, Consultant of HAI, died while conducting an assessment in the Nias Island, Indonesia. His exemplary commitment will be a source of inspiration in the rehabilitation.
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